




APROPOS of GARI MELCHERS 

jB y Christian s Brinton 

LE BEAU, C'EST LA VIE 

T HE American painter who, during the late sev¬ 
enties or early eighties of the last century went 
abroad to complete his artistic apprenticeship, fervently 
embraced the cult of realism. It was the world of 
actuality rather than the kingdom of fancy or imagina¬ 
tion that claimed his interest and attention. He even 
clothed visions, mystic or religious, in the sober habit of 
everyday scene and character. Christ appeared to 
him among simple peasants and fisherfolk, and Mary 
as a woman of the people with the Holy Child held in 
strong, enfolding arms. 

It is this particular phase of aesthetic evolution to 
which Gari Melchers attaches himself. For him the 
beautiful is life—life as one finds it ready at hand. 
Both by temperament and training, his chosen field 
is the outward and visible. And this world he records 
with a chromatic richness of tone and a robust sincer¬ 
ity of statement that have won for him a foremost 
position among the painters of his day. 

The recipient of unique honours abroad, and long a 
resident of Europe, Gari Melchers yet remains distinc¬ 
tively American, and nothing could better testify to 
the essential Americanism of his tastes and sympathies 
than the present exhibition of his paintings. The 
work you herewith see includes portraiture, genre, 
interiors, religious subject, and studies of spring or 
summertime bloom and blossom. True to the inner 
logic of his nature and development, Gari Melchers 


paints whatever suits his mood. There is no faltering 
or lack of conviction here. Whether the theme be 
the nation’s president or sun-flecked garden, the painter 
achieves that vigour of colour and strength of design 
which we instinctively associate with his sturdy, forth¬ 
right production. 

Represented in the leading foreign galleries and 
museums, as well as the chief public and private collec¬ 
tions of America, Gari Melchers enjoys a reputation 
in which his countrymen take rightful pride. It is 
impossible not to recognize the significance of his 
achievement. Trained in the best Continental tra¬ 
ditions, he has for years measured himself by European 
as well as American standards. His frequent exhibi¬ 
tions in foreign cities have invariably added to his pres¬ 
tige, and the current display in the National Capital 
is an event of manifest artistic importance. The 
largest collective exhibition of his works ever assem¬ 
bled, it reveals him in every phase of his development. 
Of religious subjects we have three, not including the 
two semi-devotional compositions entitled Maternity 
and Mother and Child. The portraits of Colonel 
Roosevelt and ex-Governor Chase S. Osborn are reso¬ 
lutely masculine, while the lithe Fencing Master and 
Little Constance standing timidly on the threshold of 
life illustrate welcome versatility of mood and manner. 

In these days of sudden and startling changes in the 
province of painting, Gari Melchers has continued 
true to his convictions. His work has become lighter 
in key and freer in stroke. You will note a sensible 
difference in theme and treatment between his earliest 
picture entitled The Letter, and his latest, known as 
Nelson Berry’s Store. And yet to-day, as when he 
first went to paint in his wind-swept studio on the dunes 
of Holland, the essential verities of pictorial expression 
remain in his eyes the same. 


LIST of PAINTINGS 


1 Portrait of Gari Melchers 

By J. J. Shannon, R.A. 

2 The Letter 

Lent by Mrs. Edward Chandler Walker 

3 Sainte Genevieve 

Lent by Mrs. Marshall Field 

4 The Supper at Emmaus 

5 Maternity 

6 Penelope 

Owned by the Corcoran Gallery of Art 

7 The Smithy 

8 The Communion 

Lent by Cornell University 

9 The Sisters 

Lent by Mrs. Hugo Reisinger 

10 Writing 

Lent by Charles V. Wheeler, Esq. 

11 Crimson Rambler 

12 Portrait of Major-General Andre W. Brewster, M. H. 

Lent by Mrs. Andre W. Brewster 


13 The Lily Pond 


14 Colonel Theodore Roosevelt 

Lent by the Smithsonian Institution (Freer Collection) 

15 The Fencing Master 

Lent by the Detroit Museum of Art 

16 Young Woman at Her Toilet 

17 The Open Fire 

18 Mother and Child 

Lent by James Deering, Esq. 

19 Little Girl from Brooklyn 

20 Portrait of Mrs. Frederick Alger 

Lent by the Smithsonian Institution (Freer Collection) 

21 The Wedding 

Lent by the Detroit Museum of Art 

22 The Open Door 

23 Easter Sunday 

24 Portrait of Arthur T. Aldis, Esq. 

Lent by Mr. Aldis 

25 Married 

Lent by the Minneapolis Institute of Arts 

26 Portrait of Edward Chandler Walker, Esq. 

Lent by Mrs. Edward Chandler Walker 

27 Nelly Kabel 


28 Hermit 



29 Young Woman Reading 

Lent by George M. Oyster, Jr. 

30 Little Constance 

Lent by Mrs. James Creelman 

31 The Skaters 

Lent by the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts 

32 House Under the Trees 

33 Picardia 

Lent by Mrs. M. Gerraghty 

34 Sailor and His Sweetheart 

Lent by Charles L. Freer, Esq. 

35 Portrait of ex-Governor Chase S. Osborn 

Lent by the University of Michigan 

36 The Goatherd 

37 The Unpretentious Garden 

Lent by the Telfair Academy of Arts and Sciences 

38 July Flowers 

39 Household Duties 

Lent by Mrs. Edward Chandler Walker 

40 Portrait of Master Stedman Buttrick 

Lent by Stedman Buttrick, Esq. 

41 House by the Canal 

42 Nelson Berry’s Store 







